
 

 
 

Urban Indian Population in Montana  

In Montana, the UIHO service areas include: Jefferson, Lewis & Clark, Big Horn, Yellowstone, Silver Bow, 
Cascade and Missoula counties.  According to the 2000 US Census, 19,065 (34.0%) of the 56,068 American 
Indian and Alaska Natives in Montana live in urban Indian health organization service areas.1 
 
Of those identifying as AI/AN alone in Montana’s UIHO service areas1: 

• 5,543 are female ages 18 to 64 

• 30.9% of all urban AI/AN living in poverty are female ages 18 to 64 

 

Nationally, 23.3% of urban AI/AN women have no health insurance, compared to 16.6% of urban non-AI/AN 
women.2  

A Note about Data: Breast and Cervical Cancer Incidence and Mortality in Montana 

According to the 2000 US Census, approximately 67% of the American Indian and Alaska Native (AI/AN) 
population in the United States live in urban areas.  The following fact sheet is intended to provide specific 
information on the urban AI/AN population and the urban Indian health organizations (UIHO) in your state.  

Even when data is available, it should be interpreted with caution. Factors such as racial misclassification and 
screening rates often under-report the true burden of disease in the AI/AN population.  The data listed below was 
compiled from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s National Program of Cancer Registries.  Data on 
cervical cancer incidence and mortality was not available for the state level AI/AN population at the time of the 
printing of this fact sheet.  Available data includes4:  

Breast cancer mortality (age-adjusted 2002-2004) 

Group Rate/100,000 CI 

MT AI/AN          38.4    (21.2-62.4) 

Breast cancer incidence (age-adjusted 2002-2004)     

Group Rate/100,000 CI 

MT AI/AN          129.2 (100.2-163.5) 

CI =  95% Confidence Interval  
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Montana:  Select Demographics of the Female Urban AI/AN and the Female Urban 

All Race Populations, 2000
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Missoula Indian Center 
Mailing address: 
PO Box 16927 
Missoula, MT  59804 
Physical address: 
Building 33, Fort Missoula 
Missoula, MT  59804 
Phone:406-829-9515 
Fax: 406-829-9519 
http://www.missoulaindiancenter.org/ 
 
North American Indian Alliance 
55 East Galena 
Butte, MT  59701 
Phone: 406-782-0461 
Fax: 406-782-7435 
http://www.naia-butte.org/home.html 
 
Helena Indian Alliance 
436 North Jackson St 
Helena, MT  59601 
Phone: 406-442-9244 
Fax: 406-449-5797 
http://www.helenaindianalliance.com 

Urban Indian Health Organizations in Montana 

Indian Family Health Clinic 
1220 Central Ave, Suite 2B 
Great Falls, MT  59401 
Phone: 406-268-1587 
Fax: 406-268-1572 
http://www.indianfamilyhealth.org/index.htm 
 
Indian Health Board of Billings 
1127 Alderson Ave 
Billings, MT  59102 
Phone: 406-245-7372 
Fax: 406-245-8872 

Sources and Notes: 
12000 US Census 
22003-2007 Behavior and Risk Factor Surveillance System.  NOTE:  Uninsured rates represent national, urban data.  National urban data consists 
of the combined service area counties of all 34 UIHO. 
3 2000 US Census.  NOTE:  The following demographics represent age specific data:  Below Federal Poverty Level (age 18-64), No High School 
Diploma (age 25+), Unemployed (age 16+), Female householder w/ children <18 (age 15-64), and Disability status (age 16-64).  In addition, 
householder statistics represent the percent of all family households that have a female householder with no husband present and with children <18. 
4U.S. Cancer Statistics Working Group. United States Cancer Statistics: 1999–2004 Incidence and Mortality Web-based Report. Atlanta: U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and National Cancer Institute; 2007.  

Contact Information:  
 
Jessie Folkman, MPH, 
Project Coordinator 
Urban Indian Health 
Institute 
Seattle Indian Health 
Board 
PO Box 3364 
Seattle, WA 98114 
Phone: (206) 812-3030 
Fax: (206) 812-3044 
Email: info@uihi.org 
 
Website:  www.uihi.org/
the-weaving-project 

 

WEAVING Resources for Urban Indian Women 

The WEAVING Project 
 
Through the WEAVING Project, the Seattle Indian Health Board’s Urban Indian Health Institute 
will assist urban Indian health organizations (UIHO) and state Breast and Cervical Cancer Early 
Detection Programs (BCCEDP) partner together to increase breast and cervical cancer screening 
services for urban Indian women.  The WEAVING Project is a three-year program funded by the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 
 
Program Objectives 

Screening:  Increase breast and cervical cancer screening services for urban American 
Indian and Alaska Native (AI/AN) women 

Access: Improve access to quality diagnosis and treatment services that are both timely and 
culturally appropriate 

Partnerships: Establish and strengthen culturally respectful partnerships among urban Indian 
health organizations, state/local departments of health, and other appropriate 
organizations  

Framework: Provide a framework to support and encourage culturally appropriate 
collaboration between other state health programs and UIHO 
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